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Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia. 


No. 4064. 

The Washington Times Co., Appellant, 

vs. 

Gladys F. Murray. 


a Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

At Law. 

No. 67057. 

Mrs. Gladys F. Murray, Plaintiff, 

vs. 

The Washington Times Co., Defendant. 

United States of America, 

District of Columbia, ss: 

Be it remembered, That in the Supreme Court of the District of 
Columbia, at the City of Washington, in said District, at the times 
hereinafter mentioned, the following papers were filed and pro¬ 
ceedings had in the above-entitled cause, to wit:— 

1 Declaration . 

Filed October 14, 1922. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

At -Law. 

No. 67057 

Mrs. Gladys F. Murray, Plaintiff, 

vs. 

The Washington Times Co., Defendant. 

The plaintiff, Mrs. Gladys F. Murray, a Canadian by birth and 
a British subject, residing in the District of Columbia, sues the de¬ 
fendant, The Washington Times Company a corporation doing 

1—4064a 



9 


WASHINGTON TIMES CO. VS. GLADYS F. MURRAY. 


business in the District of Columbia, for that the plaintiff before 
and at the time of the committing by the defendant, its servants, 
agents, and employees, of the grievances hereinafter mentioned, was 
a person of good name, credit, reputation and honorable, and de¬ 
servedly enjoyed the esteem and good opinion of her neighbors and 
other worthy citizens, and on the day hereinafter mentioned, the 
defendant corporation printed, published and edited a certain daily 
newspaper of general circulation known as ‘‘The Washington Times” 
printed and published by the defendant in said City of Washington, 
District of Columbia and circulated by the defendant generally and 
extensively throughout said District of Columbia and also through¬ 
out the United States and foreign countries. 

And for that, until the committing of the grievances hereinafter 
mentioned, the plaintiff had conducted herself with propriety and 
decency and had never bv word or conduct occasioned or 
2 justified any charge, accusation or suspicion that she was in 
any way connected with the Soviet Government of Russia as a 
secret agent, and until the time of the committing of the grievances 
by the defendant, its agents, servants and employees, as hereinafter 
mentioned, had not been suspected to have been guilty of being a 
secret agent of the Soviet Government of Russia, yet the defendant 
by its servants, agents and employees well knowing the premises, 
but wickedly, maliciously, and fraudulently contriving and intend¬ 
ing to injure the plaintiff in her good name, fame and credit and 
to bring her into public scandal, infamy, ridicule and disgrace, 
and to cause it to l>e suspected and believed that she, the plaintiff, 
was an agent of the Soviet Government, plotting and conniving 
against the Government of the United States, did on or about the 


19th day of August, A. D. 1922, in the City of Washington, in the 
District of Columbia, by its servants, agents and employees, did 
compose, publish, sell and widely circulate and did cause to be com¬ 
posed, published, sold and widely circulated in “The Washington 
Times” newspaper aforesaid, whereof the said defendant was then 
and there proprietor and publisher, certain false, scandalous, mali¬ 
cious and defamatory libel, article or statement, containing false, 
malicious, scandalous, defamatory and libellous matter, that is to 
say, the following: 


“Link Spirit Woman to Soviet.” 

“Mrs. Gladys Murray” (meaning the plaintiff) “Trance Medium, 
Mentioned as Secret Agent.” 

“* * * investigators of her strange case turned to the State 

Department, where, it is said, papers are on file indicating 
3 activities in this country in behalf of the Soviet government 
of Russia.” 

“Dr. Riddick also was the first informant as to Mrs. Murray’s al¬ 
leged soviet connections, said to be of such a nature that the State 
Department could not ignore them.” 

That the plaintiff further alleges that she is not an agent of the 
Soviet Government so charged against her as aforesaid, but said 
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scandalous, malicious and defamatory libellous statements were com¬ 
posed and published and procured to be composed and published 
by the defendant of and concerning the plaintiff, the defendant 
meaning and intending thereby to hold the plaintiff up to public 
hatred, contempt, ridicule and disgrace and to cause the public 
to believe of the plaintiff that she was an anarchist and spy con¬ 
niving against the government of the United States, and of im¬ 
proper and dangerous action. 

By means of which said false, scandalous and libellous state¬ 
ments, the plaintiff has suffered great anxiety of mind and has been 
and is greatly injured in her good name, reputation and brought 
into scorn, public scandal, infamy and disgrace, insomuch that 
divers good and worthy citizens have by reason of the committing 
of the grievances aforesaid, suspected and believed and still do sus¬ 
pect and believe the plaintiff to be an anarchist, political spy, and 
secret agent of the Soviet Government of Russia, and to have been 
guilty of acts of conspiracy against the Government of the United 
States, and because of the above defamatory, scandalous and false 
statements published bv the defendant of and concerning 
4 the plaintiff, have wholly refused to have any transactions, 
acquaintance, or business dealings with her, the said plain¬ 
tiff, to the damage of the plaintiff in the sum of ten thousand 
($10,000) dollars. 



costs. 

MANDRY & HORNBACK. 

Attorneys for Plaintiff . 

713 Woodward Bldg. 


Defendant's Plea. 

Filed November 6, 1922. 

******* 

1. Now comes the defendant. The Washington Times Company, 
a corporation, and for a plea to the declaration in the above entitled 
cause, says that it is not guilty in manner and form as in the said dec¬ 
laration alleged. 

ANSELL & BAILEY, 
Attorneys for Defendant. 

Copy of the foregoing plea served upon us this 6 dav of November, 

1922. 


MANDRY & HORNBACK, 

Attorneys for Plaintiff. 
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Joinder of I issue. 

Filed November 8, 1922. 

* * * * * 


* 


Now comes the plaintiff and hereby joins issue on the defendant’s 
plea to the declaration. 

MAN DRY & HORNBACK, 

Attorneys for Plaintiff. 


Memoranda. 

April 17, 1923.—Jury sworn and respited. 

April 18, 1923.—Verdict for plaintiff for $2,000.00. 

Motion for New Trial. 

Filed April 20, 1923. 

******* 

Now comes the defendant, bv its attornev. and moves the court 
to set aside the verdict rendered in the above entitled cause and to 
grant it a new trial, upon the following grounds: 

1. That the verdict is contrary to the evidence. 

2. That the verdict is contrary to the weight of the evidence. 

3. That the verdict is contrary to law. 

4. Because of errors committed by the court in admitting and ex¬ 

cluding testimony over the objections of the defendant. 

6 5. Because of errors committed by the court in denying 

prayers offered by the defendant. 

6. Because the verdict is excessive. 

WILTON J. LAMBERT, 

Attorney for Defendant. 


To Messrs. Mandray & Hornback, 

Attorneys for Plaintiff: 

Take notice that the aforegoing will be for hearing on Friday, 
April 27th, 1923. 

WILTON J. LAMBERT, 

Attorney for Defendant. 

Service of a copy of the foregoing acknowledged this 20th dav of 

April, 1923. 

MANPRY & HORNBACK, 

Attorneys for Plaintiff. 
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Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

Saturday, April 28, 1923. 

Session resumed pursuant to adjournment Mr. Justice Hitz, Pre¬ 
siding. 

******* 

Come now the parties hereto by their respective attorneys of record, 
and thereupon the motion for a new trial filed in this cause coming 
on to be heard, and being considered, it is hereby overruled and judg¬ 
ment on verdict is ordered. 

7 Wherefore it is considered that the plaintiff recover of 
the defendant the sum of Two thousand dollars ($2,000) 

with interest from this date together with costs of suit to be taxed by 
the clerk and have execution thereof. From the foregoing judg¬ 
ment the defendant by its attorney in open court notes an appeal 
to the Court of Appeals. Whereupon the maximum of an under¬ 
taking to operate as a supersedeas is hereby fixed in the sum of 
Twenty five hundred dollars ($2,500.00) 

Memoranda. 

May 8, 1923.—Supersedeas bond filed. 

June 11, 1923.—Bill of exceptions submitted. 

Assignment of Eirors. 

Filed June 13, 1923. 

******* 

The trial court erred— 

1. In overruling the objection of the defendant to the question 
propounded to the plaintiff with reference to the employment she 
was engaged in since April, and the filing of this suit. 

2. In refusing to admit in evidence writings of the plaintiff 
claimed to have been made through her organism, of Benjamin 
Franklin, Abraham Lincoln, and a poem written on “Justice” by 
“The Man of Nazareth.” 

3. In refusing to receive in evidence the papers referred 

8 to in the last assignment of error during the course of the 
testimony of the witness, Orme. 

4. In overruling the objection of the defendant to the question 
propounded to the witness, Orme, as to whether his attention had been 
called to any activities of the plaintiff in this country on behalf of 
the Soviet Government of Russia. 

5. In overruling the objection of the defendant to the question 
propounded to the witness, Orme, as to whether or not any retraction 
nad been made in the defendant’s paper. 
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6. In overruling the objection of the defendant to the question 
propounded to the witness, O’Connell, as to whether or not he con¬ 
sidered the article complained of a good story. 

7. In sustaining an objection to the question propounded to the 
witness, Kinney, as to his opinion as to the condition of the plaintiff- 
at the time of the signing of the commitment. 

8. In refusing to grant defendant’s Prayer No. 1. 

9. In refusing to grant defendant’s Prayer No. 2. 

10. In refusing to grant defendant’s Prayer No. 4. 

11. In refusing to grant defendant’s Prayer'No. 5. 

12. In refusing to grant defendant’s Prayer No. (>. 

WILTON J. LAMBERT, 

A ttorneys for Defendant. 

9 Designation of Record. 


Filed August 1, 1923. 

******* 

The Clerk of the court will include in the transcript of record on 
appeal in the above entitled cause the following: 

1. Declaration filed October 14th, 1922. 

2. Defendant's plea. 

3. Joinder of issue. 

Memo.: Jury sworn April 17th, 1923. 

Memo.: Verdict for plaintiff for $2,000.00, April 18th, 1923. 

4. Motion for new trial filed April 20th, 1923. 

Memo.: Motion for new trial overruled and judgment on verdict 
and supersedeas bond filed at $2,500.00, April 28, 1923. 

Memo.: Supersedeas bond filed and approved May 8, 1923. 
Memo.: Bill of exceptions submitted June 11th, 1923. 

5. Assignment of errors filed June 13th, 1923. 

6. Bill of exceptions approved and filed. 

7. This designation of record. 

WILTON J. LAMBERT, 

Attorney for Defendant. 

10 Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

Thursday, October 18th, 1923. 

Session resumed pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Justice Siddons, 
presiding. 

******* 

By Hitz, J. 

The Court having this day signed the bill of exceptions in this 
cause heretofore submitted, as of the time of the noting thereof at 
the trial, now hereby orders the same of record nunc pro tunc. 
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11 Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 


United States of America, 

District of Columbia , ss: 

I, Morgan H. Reach, Clerk of the Supreme Court of the District 
of Columbia, hereby certify the foregoing pages numbered from 1 
to 10, both inclusive, to be a true and correct transcript of the record, 
according to directions of counsel herein fded, copy of which is 
made part of this transcript, in cause No. 67057 at Law, wherein 
Mrs. Gladys F. Murray is Plaintiff and The Washington Times 
Company is Defendant, as the same remains upon the files and of 
record in said Court. 


In testimony whereof, I hereunto subscribe my name and affix 
the seal of said Court, at the City of Washington in said District, 
this 10th day of October, 1923. 

[Seal of Supreme Court of the District of Columbia.] 



MORGAN H. BEACH, 

Clerk. 


1.2 In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

Law. No. 67057. 

Gladys F. Murray, Plaintiff, 
vs. 

The Washington Times Company, Defendant. 

Bill of Exceptions. 

Be it remembered that this cause came on for trial before the 
Hon. William Hitz, an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of 
the District of Columbia, and a jury, on the 17th day of April, 
1923. Thereupon, and thereafter, the plaintiff, to maintain the 
issues on her part joined, called as a witness Archibald L. Rid¬ 
dick, who testified in substance that he was a physician connected 
with the Emergency Hospital, and so connected on August 19th, 
1922; that Mrs. Murray was admitted to the Emergency Hospital 
on August 17th as a patient, remaining there until the 19th, and 
that he attended Mrs. Murray at that time; that he has seen the 
article which was published in the Washington Times of and con¬ 
cerning Mrs. Murray, which quoted him in that regard, but that 
it did not correctly quote him where it said: 

“Dr. Riddick was also the first informant as to Mrs. Murray’s 
alleged Soviet connections, said to be of such a nature that 
13 the State Department could not ignore them”; nor was he 
accurately quoted in several other places where they quoted 
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him; that Mrs. Murray was brought to the hospital on August 17th, 
at which time they had no record other than the name of her family 
or relatives. Mr. Orme, and several other reporters from the differ¬ 
ent papers in the city, were coming in the hospital at all times of 
the day and night, disturbing the wards, keeping the men in the 
hospital on duty there being called to the front all the time, want¬ 
ing information about the case; that he told the men it was noth¬ 
ing from a newspaper standpoint: it was a private case on the floor 
and nothing of a newspaper character; that they persisted in com¬ 
ing, persisted in calling; that he told Mr. Orme if anything came 
up that would have any bearing on the case at all in any way, he 
would let him know if he was reallv interested in the case; that he 
thinks that was on the 18th; that on the 19th Dr. Snowden, the 
visiting doctor in charge of the medical services at that time, de¬ 
cided with the witness that it was not a case for the Emergcncv Hos- 
pital; that it was not an acute surgical case, and a transfer was de¬ 
cided on; that Snowden told him that he had heard it was under¬ 
stood that Mrs. Murray was recorded in some way in the State De- 
partment: that he called for Orme at the Times office and asked to 
speak to him but was told he was out, he thinks the city editor told 
him; that the city editor asked if he could give Orme a message 
and the witness said; “You can tell Orme, if he is interested in the 


case, that he may be able to find some record in the State 
14 Department. lie can look it up if he wants to'’; that that 
is all that was said; no permission was given to quote; that 
the message was not given to him, only to be transmitted to Mr. 
Orme, who knew about the case. 

On cross examination the witness testified that his official position 
kept him permanently at that time in the Emergency Hospital; that 
so far as he knows, Mr. Orme was the only reporter talking with 
him for the Times; that he does not know how many conversations 
he had with Orme, but during those two days Orme was there 
several times and they talked to each other; that it was a case that 
Mr. Orme (whom the witness called “Arman”) and all these news¬ 
paper men were particularly interested in; that Mrs. Murray had 
been in through the emergency service, by which he meant in an 
ambulance; that she was brought in on Thursday and he saw her 
on Friday, at which time her pulse was normal and her tempera¬ 
ture was normal; that he did not obtain any history; that during 
the whole time she was there she talked on but one occasion, Satur¬ 


day morning, the day she left the hospital as she was leaving the 
hospital; that his conversation with Mr. Orme over the telephone 
was of an entirely professional medical nature; that after he and 
Dr. Snowden came to the conclusion the Emergency Hospital was 
not the place for her, they transferred her to Oallinger Hospital, 
the city hospital, better known as the Washington Asylum Hos¬ 
pital ; that they sent her there because she was not an acute surgical 
case and chronic cases of any kind, medical, surgical, or mental, 
are not kept at the Emergency Hospital; that in Mrs. Mur- 
15 ray’s case a definite diagnosis was not made; that the reason 
she was sent to the Washington Asylum Hospital was for 
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observation as to her mental and physical condition; that from the 
time she came into the Emergency Hospital Thursday until Satur¬ 
day morning she did not talk to him but wrote messages; if you 
asked her a question she would write it on a piece of paper and 
would not talk; that she was nervous, and he thought a sedative 
would do her good and get her quiet and settled; that when he told 
her he would call one of the nurses to give it, she shook her head, 
as she did also when he told her he thought it would do her good. 

The witness further testified that he again told her he thought it 
would do her good and put the hypodermic needle right near her 
arm and she said, “No, no, no”; that that is all she said, and that 
was the first he had been able to get her to talk to him; that the 
only thing she wrote to him was that she was not physically sick; 
that was the gist of the several things he saw; that she made no 
assertion about being mentally sick. 

The witness further testified that he is in charge of the hospital, 
in the hospital at all times, but that they have visiting men that 
come in to see the staff cases that are not in charge of some special 
physician; that Dr. Snowden was in charge at the time Mrs. Murray 
was brought in; that he did not see her until Friday evening. The 
witness thereupon identified the hospital report after admission of 
the patient to the ward bearing official notes made by the nurse, a 
student nurse; that Dr. Gaines, mentioned on the report as 
lb visiting patient on the 17th is the man on emergency serv¬ 
ice ambulance; that Dr. Solbowski was an interne at the hos¬ 
pital; that Mr. Sandwich was superintendent of the hospital and 
Dr. Mankin saw her on the ward; and when anybody sees a case on 
the ward, the nurse records “patient seen by doctor”; that on the 
17th the card contained the following notes made by the nurse: 
Patient visited by Dr. Gaines. Will not speak. Visited by Dr. 
Solbowski. Writing all sorts of spirit messages, but refuses to 
speak. Says that the spirits won't let her speak. Patient’s mind 
seems clear and she can understand everything said to her. Visited 
by Dr. Mankin and Mr. Sandwich. Ten o’clock spoke to Sol¬ 
bowski for a minute, but then relapsed into writing. Patient will 
answer questions in writing and sticks to her assertion that she is 
controlled and refuses to speak when asked about home and friends. 
Patient’s mind seems blank. She will write her name. Patient 
writing all sorts of spirit dope but nothing definite. Refuses to take 
drugs of any kind. Patient quiet, sleeping;” 

On the 18th, the following notations were made by the nurse in 
attendance: “Patient still writing notes and refuses to talk; slept 
very well. Patient ate good breakfast. Still refuses to speak to 
doctor, 12 o’clock. Evening care. Patient’s physical condition ap¬ 
parently very good. Transferred by Dr. Snowden.” That the no¬ 
tation “transferred by DE Snowden” means order given for transfer 
to Gallinger Hospital; that that is a transfer note that was just 
put on the chart afterwards; the special chart was discontin- 
17 ued on the 18th; that under the head of history is written 
a private, personal history of patient’s physical condition, 
signed by and in the writing of Dr. James, reading: “Excitement. 
2—4064a 
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Admitted on E. Service in unconscious condition. History unob¬ 
tainable because patient will not speak. Impression, some type of 
psychosis associated with a motor-aphasia. Patient does not speak, 
writes notes to the effect that she is a medium and the spirits would 
not permit her to talk/’ That by ‘‘psychosis*’ witness has in mind 
some mental condition; that a motor aphasia is inability to speak, 
although she can understand. 

Thereupon to further maintain the issues on her part joined, the 
plaintiff, Mrs, Gladys Fairbanks Murray testified in substance as 
follows: That by profession she is an actress and lecturer, her last 
theatrical engagement being nearly three years ago, but her lectur¬ 
ing being continued in Washington up to the present time; that 
she is of Canadian nationality, but has been in tbc United States 
over twenty vears, and was in the United States during the war 
entertaining constantly in the camps of the United States and being 
sent out on two trips by the Y. M. C. A. and being retained at the 
end of the second trip for a third booking; that she has been in 
Washington since last April. 

Thereupon, the following occurred: 

“Q. Have } r ou been employed since you have* been here in Wash¬ 
ington? A. I have been- 

“Mr. Lambert (interposing): 1 object to that. What has hap¬ 
pened since last April is not important. 

IS “The Court: Overruled. 

“Mr. Hornback: It is material in this case, your Honor, 
what this witness has been doing. 

“The Court: I overruled the objection. 

“Mr. Lambert: Exception. That is after the suit, you under¬ 
stand. 


“By Mr. Hornback: 

“Q. Please state in whose employ and what you have been doing 
since here in Washington? A. 1 came here to do some lecture 
work and to teach, and it was while 1 was making arrangements for 
my lecture dates that manifestation—which is not part of this trial, 
however—appeared, and since then 1 have done many other things. 
I have continued my lecture work, I have been employed in a busi¬ 
ness office in Washington. I prefer not to state where, unless it is 
necessary.” 

The witness further testified that she had also been employed in 
a business office here; that on or about August 19th she was in 
Emergency Hospital; that during the time the conference of Genoa 
was on she had a remarkable manifestation of psychic phenomenon 
come to her without her knowing anything at all about what is 
known as spiritualism, as she is not a spiritualist; great spirits, one 
of whom called himself the Man of Nazareth, took possession of her 
organism and spoke on the subject of peace and disarmament, the 
Man of Nazareth asking for an interview with the President and 
Senators of the United States; that the manifestation was not ac- 
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copied, and in August the one who said he was the Man of Nazareth 
told her that he would be obliged to do a thing both spec- 
19 tacular and dangerous to make people understand that a 
high power was controlling her, and one which no human 
agency could break; that he said he did not wish to show his hand 
but for her not to be frightened at anything that might happen to 
her; that two days later, returning home from her business, when 
in front of the Lutheran Church at 20th and G Streets, a power 
from the air descended on her; that she reached out and took hold 
of the iron railing and right where she grasped the railing was the 
word “stop” written in white chalk; that motion and speech were 
taken from her and she was taken to the Emergency Hospital in 
an ambulance, that her motor power was restored immediately, 
but that she was as dumb as though she never had a voice in her 
life; that she made signs that she would like to write and pencil 
and paper were given to her and she wrote that she had been taken 
in a trance in G Street by a spirit who said he was the same who 
had halted Saul of Tarsus, and that her speech would be restored 
immediately if the doctors would give him the spirit who halted 
(Saul of Tarsus) a hearing, earnest men willing to listen and in¬ 
vestigate a scientific truth; that the charge of her being an agent 
of the Soviet Government is an outrage of the very worst sort. 


The witness further testified as follow 


s: 


“I would like to state my previous connection with the Washing¬ 
ton Times. When this great manifestation came to me, it was very 
necessary for me, if possible, to have the message heard, for the 
world was in a terrible state at that time, and peace was being prayed 
for by everyone. These great spirits who came spoke only 
20 on the subject of peace for the world. A woman who has 
been for many years connected with the municipal work 
of New York State, and who was interested in my phenomenon, who 
really believed it was Jesus of Nazareth speaking through me, 
brought me a copy of the Washington Times in which was an edi¬ 
torial entitled, “Guidance by Ghosts.” My lawyer has the article. 
This editorial says in it: 

“If some of the ghosts of the great statesmen of the past would 
only take the trouble to guide some of the International bunglers 
who are dealing with the European muddle, what a boon it would 
be to humanity. Think of what the ghost of Washington, or 
Franklin, or Andrew Jackson would do if it undertook to guide the 
brains of our rulers in upholding American traditions.” 

“Now, this was brought to me by a woman whose sanity is not 
questioned, and the next day I went down to the Washington Times 
with my story, a typewritten story, of the coming of my phenomenon, 
and articles written by some of the spirits who had visited me, be¬ 
cause I was receiving writings as well as being used as a speaking in¬ 
strument. 

“Among the writings was a paper from Benjamin Franklin who 
was mentioned in this article. 
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“Now, they finished this article by saying, ‘Unfortunately, thus 
far the mediums have only established relations with third rate 
ghosts.” 

“I went down and asked for the citv editor, and I met Mr. Moore, 
who was very charming to me and gave me about an hour of his 
time. 1 do not know the exact length of time, but he talked to me 
so long, I should say it was about an hour. He then in- 

21 troduced me to a very polite young man in the oflice who 
took down my story himself, and took the papers. 

“Two or three da vs after I received a note to the effect that tlicv 
could not use these and they returned them.'’ 

The witness further testified that she was not connected with 
the Soviet Government of Russia in any way: that when this charge 
came out in the paper connecting her with the Soviet Government 
and alleging her activities in this country on behalf of the Soviet 
Government of such a nature that the State Department could not 
afford to ignore them, the effect it had on her was a complete break¬ 
down : that she broke down and cried most terribly, suffering great 
mental anguish from it, which naturally affected her physically. 
The article was first called to her attention bv a nurse at the Wash- 
ington Asylum Hospital, who brought a paper containing it 
to her and left it with her; that since her discharge from the 
Washington Asylum many people have spoken to her of the article; 
that the effect it had upon the witness is that she considered it an 
outrage that is very damageable; that when she saw this article she 
wrote to the Washington Times when she was released, her confine¬ 
ment consisting of three weeks; that she wrote an article to the 
Washington Times thinking they would be glad to publish some¬ 
thing so remarkable, but received no reply and the article was not 
published; then she sent them a polite request to come and investigate 
her mediumship, which, also, was taken no notice of; then she wrote 
a letter to the editor of the Washington Times, a pencil draft of 
which she had with her, but that she did not put the date on 

22 the pencil draft when she sent the original letter, but that 
it was about the second week of September, 1922. 

The Witness thereupon identified a copy of the article complained 
of which was thereupon received in evidence and marked “Plain¬ 
tiff’s Exhibit No. 1.” It is in words and figures as follows: 

Spirit Woman Linked with Soviet. 

“Link Spirit Woman to Soviet. 

“Mrs. Gladys Murray, Trance Medium, Mentioned as Secret Agent. 

“With the transfer today of Mrs. Gladys Murray, writer of messages 
purporting to come from illustrious figures of history, from 
Emergency to Washington Asylum Hospital, investigators of her 
strange case turned to the State Department, where, it is said, papers 
are on file indicating activities in this country in behalf of the 
Soviet Government of Russia. 
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“Is British Subject. 


U' 


Mrs. Murray was transported to the psychopathic ward of Wash¬ 
ington Asylum after a two-day stay in Emergency, where she stead¬ 
fastly scribbled that she was unable to speak. 

“This morning, however, Dr. A. L. Riddick, head physician at 
the latter place, induced her to talk, he said, by informing her 
that if she remained dumb he would be forced to give her an in¬ 
jection with a hypodermic needle. 

“Dr. Riddick also was the first informant as to Mrs. Murray's 
alleged Soviet connections, said to be of such a nature that the State 
Department could not ignore them. 

“A superficial search of departmental records this after- 
*23 noon had failed to disclose any of the nature indicated. Mrs. 

Murray, a Canadian by birth, is a British subject. 

“From friends and acquaintances of the handsome woman, picked 
up on F Street on Thursday, ostensibly in a trance condition, The 
Washington Times learned today that Mrs. Murray has a daughter, 
a Mrs. Jacobi, living at 533 West ll*2th Street, New York. An effort 
is being made to communicate with her and apprise her of her 
mothers condition. 

Mrs. Murray will be observed by mental diseases specialists at 
Washington Asylum’s psychopathic ward. If presentation of sub¬ 
sequent reports before a jury sitting in lunacy should convince that 
she is in a condition of aberration, she would be sent to St. Elizabeth’s 
unless her daughter appeared and made arrangements with the 
Court to take charge of her. 

Thus, with Mrs. Jacobi rests the decision as to whether or not her 
mother must run the risk of being placed in the institution for in¬ 
sane. It is said there has been dissension between them on tbe score 
of Mrs. Murray’s persistent activities as a self-styled trance medium. 
The daughter was married in 1921, and it is said on the occasion of 
their last meeting, Mrs. Murray evinced the greatest interest in her 
grand-child, born to Mrs. Jacobi about six months ago. 

“Asks for Test. 


“Since she came to Washington about ten weeks ago, Mrs. Murray 
lias made her abode at several hotels and as a roomer in homes in the 
northwest. She had lived with Signora Maria Lanzelli, linguist, at 
1322 Rhode Island Avenue, for two weeks, and it was the 
24 signora who visited her at Emergency yesterday. 

“Mrs. Murray has pleaded with physicians at the hospital 
to call in a body of scientific men and have them witness a demon¬ 
stration of her powers,” said the Italian woman this morning. ‘They 
have refused to do this, however. I think they should have granted 
her wish; it would be a simple thing and might bring her back to 
normal.’ Dr. Riddick held that it would have been prejudicial to 
other patients in the ward to have allowed this seance. 

“ ‘Mrs. Murray seemed a most likable and intelligent woman. I 
am sorry she is in her present position. While she was at our home we 
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tried to divert her mind to subjects other than spiritualism, but she 
constantly reverted to it,’ continued her friend. 

‘‘It is said that Mrs. Murray subjected all friendships she made 
here to this final test. 

‘‘Would the friend subscribe to her theories and have faith in her 
mediumistic powers, and would he submit to aiding in her trance 
seances, perhaps to the end that the friend might be disclosed as 
possessing the same potentialities Tn receiving messages from the 
great dead while in a state of suspension of personality? 

“It was on a question of this sort that she broke with a man and 
his wife who live on Rhode Island Avenue between 14th and loth 
Streets, and who have done everything in their power to divert her 
and make her stay in Washington less lonely. They asked a Wash¬ 
ington Times reporter to withhold their names as they did not de¬ 
sire publicity in connection with the ease. Rut they expressed 
themselves as ready to aid in any possible wav to save Mrs. 
Murray from a threatened incarceration at St. Elizabeth’s. 

“Was Previouslv Watched. 


2 o 


“ ‘She used to come here often 
always wanted to have a seance. 


’ said the husband today. ‘And she 
She was simply obsessed with ideas 


of her spirit powers. 

“ ‘I am sorry to hear she has gotten in her present dilemma, hut 
I can tell you it is not the first time. She is at present on probation 
from an institution in which she was an inmate sometime.’ 

“If Mrs. Murray is the victim of a delusion on the score of being a 
trance medium (she differentiated herself sharply from a control 
medium, to whom is supposed to he vouchsafed the power of calling 
out spirits), it would seem to he an absolute monomania, for on all 
other subjects she is said by her acquaintances to be most keen.” 


26 On cross examination the witness testified that before the 

17th of August, 1022, she had been in Washington since the 
10th of April. 1022. coming here from New York; that through the 
years she has been in this country she has considered her home was 
where she hung her hat. which happened to be New York for a good 
while; that she had spiritualistic manifestations for the first time 
three years ago in New York when automatic writing came to her, 
bv which she means the phase of mediumship where spirit power 
takes possession of the hand and arm, or hand of the medium and 
writes; that she had such writing three years ago; that she did not 
know a word of what was written until she saw it on the paper; that 
her hand was used by another power, the power of those spirits who 
visited her; that she was acting as a medium for those snirits; that 
she had never served as a medium before that in any way, knew noth¬ 
ing about it; that in 1020 she was in the Central Islip Hospital in 
New York. 


The witness testified further as follows: 

“The automatic writing came to me in April three years ago, and 
it was the last week of July that year that I told my story to a doctor 
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and was asked by him to do him a favor, and I said T would gladly 
if I could. He then told me that he had a friend who had made a 
study of ouiji board eases, and asked me as a special favor to put 
myself in his hands for two or three days, and I, thinking that the 
manifestation that had come to me would be of benefit to humanity— 
to science first and then to humanity—consented. lie told me that 

A. 

this friend was Dr. Jewett of Bellevue Hospital, and asked if 
27 I would consent to go under an assumed name into the 
psychopathic ward of Bellevue Hospital for a few days. 

“I was shocked at his request, but he hastily said I would not be a 
patient at the hospital and no one would know I was there. So I 
went. And as soon as I entered the psychopathic ward the door was 
slammed on me, a prisoner, and a day and a half later, without any 
inquiry or even investigation into my phenomenon, I was railroaded 
into Central Islip.” That Central Islip is an institution for the in¬ 
sane; that she was there three months. 


The Witness further testified that besides being in tbe Emergency 
Hospital and the Washington Asylum Hospital, in Washington, 
D. C. she was also at St. Elizabeth’s, going there from the Washing¬ 
ton Asylum Hospital; that while she was at St. Elizabeth’s she made 
a request to several of the doctors to give her a hearing and since 
her liberation from there, obtained a bearing from Dr. Lewis whom 
she thinks is assistant superintendent of St. Elizabeth’s Hospital. 

That she cannot command the spirits to come in; that she is never 
entranced; she is never unconscious; her mind is always clear, 
28 and is clear when she is doing this automatic writing; that 
while she was at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, one of the doctors 
asked for a seance, as he called it; that harmonious conditions must 
exist around the medium for proper communication to come through 
her; that control bv another entitv of an organism is such a delicate 
thing that if it is rudely interrupted it may cause the death of the 
medium, the separation of the spirit from the body; that conditions 
were so very terrible surrounding her, that it was difficult for her to 
get manifestations; that on this particular occasion when it was 
asked for by one of the doctors she had a communication of writing 
and thev were broken on account of the extraordinarv conditions 

«• %j 

surrounding her; that she was at St. Elizabeth’s a week and a half, 
which was the last time she has been in any asvlum; that immedi- 
ately after that she went to New York, but returned to Washington 
inside of a week and has been here ever since; that two or three times 


a week she gives manifestations in Room 201 of the Continental 
Trust Building, and has invited every newspaper in town, the secret 
sendee of the United States, policemen, and officials of the Navy, 
of the Government, and the general public, to attend her seances; 
that she really gets under control and gets the spirits; that she is 
a medium but not a professional medium; there has never 
29 been any charge for any manifestation that came through 
her; that on none of her visits to the Times Office has she gone 
under the control of spirits as a medium or done any of this auto¬ 
matic writing; that after her release from St. Elizabeth’s she gave a 
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demonstration to Dr. Kinney and a party at the apartment of Dr. 
Tom Williams, going under control and coming out of control; 
that in April, preceding her first visit to the Times, her first phe¬ 
nomenon in Washington, the Man of Nazareth asked for an inter¬ 
view with the President and the Senate of the United States and 
sought to reach the Conference at Genoa, but thinking it a rather 
large order to handle by herself, she went out to see Bishop Harding 
at the Washington Cathedral, told him her story and was referred 
by him to two of his clergy, both of whom had magnificent mani¬ 
festations of the power with her; that she went to the President. 


The witness further testified as follows: 

“I was directed to send a letter in to the President of the United 
States. I didn’t know just how to do this and 1 spoke to the medium 
I have already referred to, who afterwards brought me the editorial 
from the Times headed ‘Guidance of the Ghosts’ and she introduced 
me to a woman, a business woman in town who is also a medium. 
She was directed by her guides to help me, because 1 was supported 
on the spirit side of life by those who were with her. She called to 
see me at my hotel and said that she knew a wav in which I could 
get an introduction at the White House. She took me to a medium 
who has been well known in this town for manv years, and that 

t i 

medium gave me an introduction, a verbal introduction, to 
30 a Secret Service man in the Executive Offices of the White 
House. She also telephoned him. Her guides told her that 
I was all right. This lady had been in the habit of sending her 
communications to the White House and had—well she was in the 
habit of sending them; and l would send to this Secret Service man 
and he himself took the letter and said he would see that the Presi¬ 
dent got it. The letter reached the President and was read; and I 
don’t know what effect it had. It was a request for an interview, 
that is all; but I did not go alone to the White House; I was accom¬ 
panied by a woman who knew that I had been taken by the great 
spirits of the other world and who had guidance in the matter to 
accompany me;’’ that the spirits took her to the White House, that 
one of them was Jesus of Nazareth; that she does not know whether 
George Washington was with her or not, but would not be surprised 
if he was; that she did not see the President, but saw the secret 
service man, to whom she gave the letter; that she had been to the 
White House in May and that it was in June that she visited the 
Times. 


The witness further testified as follows: 

“I went to the Times to see if their editorial ‘Guidance of Ghosts’ 
and the wish for the spirits of Washington and Franklin, and others, 
to help the European muddle would open up a way for a hearing for 
those same spirits who were using my organism to speak and write 
through,” that she saw Mr. Moore at the office of the Times who 
introduced her to a very charming young man whose name she 
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has forgotten; that she left a paper containing an account 

31 of the work she was engaged in, which was returned to her 
with the statement that they could not use it; that naturally 

she was disappointed in that; that she did not visit any other papers 
for an interview and made no further calls upon the Times to use 
any more of the articles; that her second visit to the Times office 
was made to inquire if they were using the paper, and they told 
her that they were not using them, and a few days later the papers 
were returned to her; that she saw the same two men on the occasion 
of her second visit that she did on the occasion of her first; that her 
second visit was a few days after the first one; that she was disap¬ 
pointed because they would not use her manuscript, for when a great 
mission from the other world comes to communicate with this one 
and the instrument taken is unable to get their message through, it 
is naturally a great disappointment ; that she did not make further 
visits to the Times after the occurrences in August, 1922, but sent 
them several written communications; that she did not see nor talk 
to anybody connected with the Times after that, and did not, after 
that time, solicit them to publish her spiritual writings and was nat¬ 
urally disappointed. 

The witness further stated that she had no grievance against the 
Times, except their accusations of her as a Bolshevik agent, an 
agent of the Soviet Government; that she did not go to the Times or 
tell the Times that she did not care anything about this article, but 
what she wanted was for them to publish her articles, but that she 
did write the following letter, addressed to Mr. Moore on Februarv 
13, 1923: 

“My Dear Mr. Moore: 

“It may surprise you to hear that I am still working in 

32 Washington. This letter may be a surprise but I feel as 
though the situation is one which excuses it. I am an in¬ 
strument requisitioned by the higher world to save this from de¬ 
struction. Do not discard this until you have-made some inquiry, 
for I am a free woman and though months ago I returned to Wash¬ 
ington and wrote you to that effect I am as yet unrecognized by a 
newspaper so progressive as yours. When I asked for a hearing I 
was not able to get it and you did not publish the remarkable paper 
I sent you, but you drove me to bringing a suit in self defense. T 
am unwilling to do such things, but the Times must retract the 
damaging things in some way. I want you to know that for months 
I have been holding meetings and gaining hearings, non-profes¬ 
sional, from prominent people. I am exonerated from the charge 
of insanity and have been before a large audience of doctors at St. 
Elizabeth’s, which I have sought for months. None of them think 
me crazy. Tt is too bad you take such an attitude for even the doc¬ 
tor”—Dr. Kinney—“who took me from the Washington Asylum to 
St. Elizabeth’s knows now that he made a mistake, and treats me as 
a friend, with much courtesy. 

3—4064a 
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“Mr. Hughes”—thjp Secretary of State—“receives my messages 
and they are of the utmost import, and I have had personal inter¬ 
views with Senators in their offices and even have been asked to 
come again. If I am crazy I am wonderfully blessed in having such 
kind of judges, for I have been told that it would be impossible to 
imagine a jury that would convict me of insanity. Moreover my 
prophesy is one of warning and of great value to the United 
M3 States; and your headlines in inch and a half type is one 
which accuses me of being a Bolshevik spy. I am a Canadian 
by birth and have a right to appeal to the British Embassy but 
cannot get a hearing because I am publicly branded as insane and 
your paper is the one which did it. You are the only editor whom 
I knew personally and I did not think you considered ‘the hand¬ 
some actress’ insane. My friends who gave the information which 
you published were as deep in ‘the plot’ as I, and when trial comes 
I am going to make them admit their share. Mrs. Bowman accom¬ 
panied me to the White House.’’ 

“On the occasion of sending in mv first”—underscored—“letter to 


the President. It is too bad you cannot he protected, but Mrs. 
Silver also was used to assist my work”—Mrs. Silver being quoted 
in an article in the Times as the source of all the information which 


was published in their columns—“and T shall make her admit 
publicly that Senator Borah was given to her as the man I was to 
approach. Again Mrs. Bowman accompanied me to the Senate 
Office Building. She knew every step and was in full sympathy 
with mv calling. Bather riskv witnesses for vour case. I am un- 
aide to withdraw for I have a lawyer, as you know; but there are 
things you can do. I am willing to forego the case if you will re¬ 
tract and give me constant write-ups in your paper.” 

“This may seem to be a strange request hut I am a desperate 
woman. Jesus of Nazareth took me in the streets and having been 
warned that something of a nature both spectacular and dangerous 
would take place I was not frightened when vour paper broke 
34 a great plan that was designed to help. 

“Jesus of Nazareth took me in the streets and having 
warned of something of a nature both spectacular and dangerous 
would take place I was not frightened. 

“I am only sorry you did not seize the opportunity to make real 
capital of an amazing story, but nothing can be done to offset the 
damage to the world as Smyrna was the city threatened at that time 
and might have been saved. 

“Prophesies of great calamities were being made through me at 
that- time and in a way I am to blame for that catastrophe. 

“My disobedience to an order broke the plan of the spirit world to 
reach mankind in four days. 

“I am not exaggerating but cannot give details now. T am used 
as a mouthpiece for great spirits who give even greater names. 
George Washington was a man much loved in this land and many 
people believe he is in Heaven, and he is, but I am not here to 
write on religion but politics and I must tell you the politicians who 
use me are of more importance than any in the world today. 
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“Jesus says 'I am sent to save the world.’ Abraham Lincoln says 
‘I am sent and I want to speak.’ 

“And Theodore Roosevelt has a heavy scowl because he thinks I 
am to blame for his inability to save this country from war. 

“For now the prophesy is that unless Jesus can speak to the 
Government and tell them what to do a great war will engulf the 
world. 

“The United States will be at war within a year and the 
35 city of Washington will be blown off the face of the map. 

“Surely such prophesies are worthy of a newspaper’s notice 
for Mr. Hughes receives hundreds, so I was informed in his office, 
and observes the contents. 

“Many other mediums are giving corroboration of mv mission and 
a prophet of the Lord gave me one out at St. Elizabeth’s last Thurs¬ 
day for three of us were there to be heard, three requisitioned by the 
Lord and serving the Voice, but T am only the speaking instrument. 
T am not crazy but I am desperate and you are going to retract or 
be shown up publicly and by that time you will want to crawl into 

vour shoes for ] am accredited bv the doctors and bv lawvers and 
• « • • 

by great officials of the Government. My case was brought for this 
purpose and I do not propose to blackmail any one for support but 
I am in need and your paper has made it impossible for me to pur¬ 
sue my profession. 

“Distinctly understand that no crazy woman can do what I am 
doing and be permitted to continue. Men of brains receive mo, 
listen to my most amazing story and credit it so it behooves you to 
look to your laurels and decide whether you will be on the Master’s 
side or go into court and fight a medium. My desire is to have your 
friendship, and T must insist that you accept mv mediumship and 
the Master will then have a champion who will help save the world. 

“What good can you do fighting for a mistaken idea gathered 
from unreliable writers and a medium who refuses to investigate a 
medium who asks for a hearing. I asked a hearing before the 
mediums of Washington and T am not afraid to be confronted with 
any one of them. 

30 “I am anxious to be corroborated and supported. Tt is a 

long letter and I could go on but I want assistance, so before 
you reply send a man to hear mv manifestation on Thursday even¬ 
ing at eight o’clock at room 201 Continental Trust Building. 

“I am unprofessional for I do not charge and vet I am honored 
by the greatest company in the world.” 

The witness further testified that she went to see Senator Borah, 
found he was a believer and sufficiently interested to give her a hear¬ 
ing; that the way the paper broke up the plan spoken of in the letter 
was by bringing upon her ridicule and contempt; that she has been 
humiliated to the very dust by the Times; that had her manifestation 
been heard at that time and noticed by the Government, the burn¬ 
ing of Smyrna would never have taken place; that when she was 
first taken by these great spirits they had a plan to reach the entire 
world in four days; that she did not know when she was first taken 
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what this great power was that took her ; so terrified was she by this 
terrific power which took hold of her and the pain that it caused 
her, that she disobeyed an order which meant a very great deal and 
broke the plan they had to reach the entire world; that she was 
taken by Jesus of Nazareth and a host of eminent men and women 
of the world, every one of whom spoke on the subject of peace and 
disarmament; that Abraham Lincoln has spoken through her many 
times, and also written through her ; that she took one of his writ¬ 
ings to the Times; that Theodore Roosevelt had spoken and written 
through her; that Theodore Roosevelt looked at her with a very 
heavy scowl, for he knew that if she had not disobeyed and 

37 broken the plan, he would have been speaking on many occa¬ 
sions to people who probably would like to hear him speak 

again; that now the prophesy is that a great war will engulf the 
world, which message was given to her by Jesus of Nazareth and 
which she transmitted to the State Department and various other 
branches of the Government, but did not communicate it to the 
Times and ask them to publish it; that she was told that any mes¬ 
sages she brought in to Mr. Hughes from her spirit guides would re¬ 
ceive the utmost consideration; that hundreds were received bv the 
State Department every day; that the profession she spoke about in 
her letter that had been made impossible for her to pursue was her 
profession of actress and lecturer; that the last engagement she 
had as an actress anywhere was not quite three years ago with James 
K. Hackett; that she has lectured on various subjects, coming to 
Washington to lecture on the spirit world, using the automatic writ¬ 
ings of Miss Helen Wells, of New York; that she was lecturing for 
money, lecturing the same as Sir Arthur Conan Doyle lectured; that 
she last lectured for money in Washington in the Spring of 1922, 
at the Congress Hall Hotel, refusing to state how much she received 
in money from the lectures; that in New York she was entertaining 
in the church, if one cares to call that lecturing, entertaining for 
money in the churches; that her salary in the theatrical profession 
has been $100 a week; that that has been her salary for years, but 
would not state what salary she got when she was engaged in the 
theatrical profession with Mr. Hatckett. 

The witness further testified that she had gone into control for 
many other mediums: that she does not know many, but 

38 knows a few; that she has given a very brief outline of what 
she experiences in connection with these manifestations from 

spirits, but would like to have considerably more opportunity to tell; 
that she has not had any spirits talking to her since she has been 
on the stand, but had a communication the day on which she is 
testifying; that she would not be surprised if George Washington or 
Abraham Lincoln were present, but she did not see them; that she 
has had interviews with many Senators, but Senator Borah was the 
first one; that the Soviet Government of Russia has never been men¬ 
tioned by her or by her spirits; that she had no idea of what Senator 
Borah’s political views were: that she did not take up with him the 
matter of recognizing the Soviet Government of Russia; that she 
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went to him on an errand for the Master; that she was taken in con¬ 
trol by Jesus of Nazareth and He spoke to Senator Borah. 

On Redirect Examination the witness testified that the Soviet 
Government was not mentioned to her at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital; 
that she never had a hearing before an insanity court or jury; that 
she gave a lecture before the College Women’s Club here in Wash¬ 
ington after her release from St. Elizabeth’s, that they do not pay for 
their lectures; that she also lectured before the Secular League. 

On Recross Examination the witness testified that all she had seen 
in the Times concerning her spiritualistic work, her communications, 
is ridicule of it and derision, not that she took it that way, but that 
is what it is. 

Thereupon, the testimony proceeded as follows: 

“Q. When they stated that you were in the habit of acting 

39 as a medium and securing messages through spirits, and hav¬ 
ing automatic writings, and things of that kind, that was all 

true, wasn’t it? A. For which I would thank the Times.” 

On further Redirect Examination, the witness stated that she 
claimed to be a medium, that it necessarily becomes part of one’s 
religion; that she has not abc/jured her church, she being a member 
of the Episcopalian faith. 

On further Recross Examination the witness testified that she also 
received messages from St. Paul; that the spirits give their own 
names, and while she believes them to be who they say they are, she 
can only take their word for it. 

On further Redirect Examination the witness testified that she 
was discharged from St. Elizabeth’s, set free in the Pennsylvania 
Station in New York, and is not now out on probation. 

On Further Recross Examination, the witness testified that a 
Miss Brewer, of the Board of Charities, accompanied her to New 
York and there said good-bye to her; that she was back in Wash¬ 
ington before the end of that week; that the reason she came back 
as she did was to bring suit against the Times unless they would 
retract. 

Thereupon, the witness identified writings through her organism 
of Benjamin Franklin, Abraham Lincoln, and a poem written on 
Justice by the Man of Nazareth. 

Thereupon, the following occurred: 

“The Court: What has it got to do with this case? 

“Mr. Lambert: I propese to introduce it to show what was sub¬ 
mitted to the Times and what information they had and 

40 what the aspect of the party was to them, as showing reasons 
why they did not publish it, and that has a bearing on this 

case. She is condemning them- 

“The Court: What bearing has it on the case? 

“Mr. Lambert: I think it has a bearing on the justice of her feel¬ 
ings towards the Times here. She has criticized them very severely 
for being opposed to her, and unfriendly, and not having accommo- 
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dated her by publishing these articles. I think I am entitled to 
show the kind of articles they were to justify them in not publishing 
them. 

“Mr. Hornback: 1 do not see what it has to do with this. 

“Mr. Lambert: If it does not justify them, it works the other 
way. 

“The Court: What you have got to justify is an article you did 
publish. 

“Mr. Hornback: Yes. 

“Mr. Lambert: I have also got to justify myself for not publishing 
what I am criticized for not having published, as causing the feeling 
of antagonism and unfriendliness apparently of this witness when 
she was reciting yesterday that the Times had rudely refused to 
publish her writings. 

“The Court: Do you object? 

“Mr. Hornback: I object. 

“The Court: I sustain the objection. 

“Mr. Lambert: And your Honor allows me an exception?” 

41 The papers offered in evidence read as follows: 

“Written June 10th bv a spirit who entered mv organism. 

GLADYS F. MURRAY. 

I Need an Open Door.—Abraham Lincoln. 

Tt is too had you dear old pals of mine do not understand how 
great is the God who created you. I knew a glimmer of the truth 
and you are going to know more because God sent the host down 
here to teach vou. 

We want to speak hut the medium cannot find a way to meet the 
men we need to talk to so we are making her write and will keep 
her busy until there is a chance to have the say we came here for. 

It is a late day now to tell you that God sent us here to insist, 
on making a league of nations and I do not know if we are really 
needed now for that as you have at last consented to consult with 
other nations in the matter but we do want to tell the view of all 
on the spirit side of life. 

God is a great force of which we have but a little knowledge and 
vet we feel in everything the might of his power. 

I am an angel as you speak of them but we are still men and 
women here. It is not a long way to the celestial sphere if men 
and women are just square on earth, and we can become angels very 
soon if that is our standard. There is no other means of getting 
on and up in either world. 

I want an open door to talk to men again. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

Written June 10th, 1922 bv a spirit who entered my organism. 

GLADYS F. MURRAY. 
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Well I am very late.—Benjamin Franklin. 

42 It is a great disappointment that I could not be present at 
the conference in December. It was a wonderful opportunity 

to greet a cosmopolitan gathering and he a speaker for the cause of 
peace. How long how long oh Lord will I be kept shut in! I need 
an open door. 

It is so late now I do not need to say we must have a delegate to the 
Hague but we would very much have liked to have had a voice in 
that. I want a chance even now to have my views heard on that sub¬ 
ject and am now shut in. When can the door between Heaven and 
earth be opened wide enough for all to see the light of day? 

It is not night at all and we have never died. I want a chance to 
help my fellow men again and ask for a door to bring in my instru¬ 
ment. No one can produce sound without an instrument and so we 
ask for the right to make our voices ring to you through this medium. 
It is too bad God did not send an angel down for us to use but we 
are well pleased to have this girl. 

God need mediums and she is a good one for this purpose and 
we intend to use her. She will have to write unless you give her 
a chance to speak. The tongue is mightier than the pencil. 

I want my right to tell the thing I was sent here for and very soon. 
God is not mocked and we are all his. Give ear to what we write 
and heed the things we tell for all the way of life is littered with mis¬ 
takes. 

It is not easy to make you see the difference in the per- 

43 sonalities who come and write but if you listen to the voices 
you will surely grasp the marvelous truth that we are here 

and in our own persons. 

I need not say I was a statesman but the medium thought T wrote 

the dictionary. On what a joke on her! She is blushing as I write 

and now she knows that I just caught her napping and that it was 

Webster who did that verbose thing. 

We love to joke on nice clean things and really enjoy a good 

laugh so I was glad to make the medium laugh. Laughs have not 

been too abundant in her life of late because it is a verv serious 

* 

thing not to be able to do the work you are called to, and God that 
cosmic force that rules in everything called her to do a work that she 
has not accomplished. 

The Bible is a true book, a record of events, and here is another 
which should make a very big record in the annals of our world. 
It is still our world. 

No more at present. 

The following were written through my organism by a spirit who 
signed himself “The Man of Nazareth.” 

GLADYS F. MURRAY. 


May 8th, 1922. 
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Justice. 

Eternal just is the theme 

Which God and all his angels dream 

And long to bring to pass on earth 

Through those who have the spirit birth 

44 While in the flesh. But men will not 

Believe the truth that we have*brought 

Through mediums both small and great 

For even writing on a slate 

Is meant to show how God alone 

. Knows what he can do with his own. 

We try to bring you greater truth 

And you shall have it too in sooth 

Before the days of life have gone 

Much further on the loom of time. 

I need an open door to use 

And much is here that vou will lose 

« 

If what we tell cannot command 
Respect from rulers of the land 
My ministers are very rare 
And for their safety 1 have care 
T dare not say the thing I would 
Until the lesser thing has stood 
The test of scientific mind 
And show to men that they can find 
More in the universe of God 
Than they can garner from the sod. 

Long years have passed since I began 
To show the way to sinful man 
That death was but the door to life 
And not the end of earthly strife. 

My message still I bring to men 
And ask a hearing of them when 
I sent a spirit from above 
To tell of God’s enduring love. 

They do not heed the things I tell 
To save their souls from mem’ry’s hell 
And Justice cannot come to them 
Until they recognize the scheme 
Of things through which we work. 

And know that what they cannot shirk 
Ts aftermath of what they’ve done 
Beneath the rays of moon and sun. 

' I am a man who lived on earth 
Known as “The Man of Nazareth.” 

June llth ; 1922. 

It is a late day to ask for an interview with the President on the 
subject of international disarmament but that is what we have been 
sent here for and have tried to get for the last few months. 
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We need an open door and more than that we must have one or 
the medium cannot stand the pressure of etherie force. 

45 We all need to do the work God sent us here to do, when 
will men listen to the voice that called them into being. 

1 am that son of his you worship. 

Thereupon, the defendant, to maintain the issues on its part 
joined, called as a witness Miss March C. Brewer, who testified 
that she is one of the inspectors from the Board of Public 

46 Charities of the District of Columbia, which position she 
has held since 1012; that in the summer of 1022 she be¬ 
came acquainted with Mrs. Murray through Mrs. Murray’s case com¬ 
ing under their bureau; that she interviewed Mrs. Murray at St. 
Elizabeth’s for the first time; that Mrs. Murray’s son-in-law had 
been down to see the Board of Charities while Mrs. Murray was in 
the city hospital and wanted to make arrangements to take Mrs. 
Murray back, but she did not want to go; that Mrs. Murray’s son-in- 
law went back to New York to make arrangements for her to be 
transferred to an institution and then a letter was forwarded to 
them to transfer her to Bellevue Hospital in New York, and she ac¬ 
companied Mrs. Murray, started with her to take her to Bellevue, 
but she did not think that Mrs. Murray was a person who was 
dangerous to be at large; that at the station in New York, Mrs. 
Murray’s brother and son-in-law met them and after talking it 
over, the witness left Mrs. Murray with them in New York; that 
she then returned to Washington. 

On Cross Examination the witness testified that she could not say 
whether she had legal authority to leave Mrs. Murray at the station 
in New York as she did, but when she left Mrs. Murray she thinks 
she asked her not to come back to Washington because she was afraid 
she would get into trouble, that the authorities would take Mrs. 
Murray in again because she had not been discharged as recovered; 
that a hospital doctor asked what could be done to get her back in 
the hospital; that there was an order of commitment for the com¬ 
mitting of Mrs. Murray to Bellevue Hospital, but in her discretion 
she let Mrs. Murray go with her friends and relatives in New York, 
because she did not think she was dangerous to be at large; 

47 that in her association with Mrs. Murray, Mrs. Murray did 
not speak to her in any regard about any soviet activities. 

On Redirect Examination the witness testified that the doctor who 
spoke to her was Dr. O’Malley from St. Elizabeth’s and the time was 
January 3rd, 1923. 

Thereupon, to further maintain the issues on its part, joined, the 
defendant called as a witness Philip A. Orme, who testified in 
substance that he was a newspaper reporter, and had been engaged 
in such work in the City of Washington off and on for twelve years, 
having worked on the Star, the Post, the Times and the Herald; 
that in August, 1922, he was reporter for the Washington Times, 
working on general assignments, having occasion to cover the Emer- 
4—4064a 
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geney Hospital at frequent intervals; that his first notice of Mrs. 
Murray’s case was from a small article in the Post, the approximate 
date of which he thinks was August 14th, relating that a woman 
had been picked up on F Street apparently in a fainting condition 
and taken to Emergency Hospital, and went on further to say that 
the physicians had been unable to make her talk; that he called at 
the Emergency Hospital that afternoon, he thinks around noon, and 
proceeding along the lines which had been laid out by the prior 
publication he was told by one of the staff physicians, Dr. Riddick, 
that the woman had been identified as a Mrs. Gladys Fairbanks 
Murray, and that she had been picked up in what was described as a 
half comatose state and had up to that time refused to talk; that he 
was told the next day by the same physician, and again over the 
telephone, that the patient had motioned for pen and paper; that 
when pen and paper were procured, she wrote several messages, 

48 purporting to come from some great characters in history, 
Jesus Christ, and several others. This seemed sufficient to 

him, although he had not seen Mi's. Murray during her stay in Emer¬ 
gency, to identify her as the lady who had called at his office some two 
months prior and with whom he had had a long conversation along 
identically the same lines, she claiming to be a medium and to re¬ 
ceive these messages; that his memory is not exactly clear as to how 
many articles he wrote; that on August 10th, he was sent out on some 
minor article, returned to his office, he thinks, a few minutes before 
noon; that the city editor meanwhile had received a telephonic 
message from Dr. Riddick at Emergency Hospital, hut he cannot 
remember exactly what the city editor told him as the city editor 
was in a great hurry and that the office is very busy at that time of 
day, but the sense of it was that Dr. Riddick telephoned saying he 
thought it might be worth while to investigate the report that he. 

Dr. Riddick, had received that Mrs. Gladvs Murrav was connected 

_ « • 

with the Soviet Government of Russia; he immediately ’phoned Dr. 
Riddick, who spoke in a somewhat mysterious manner; that he 
asked Dr. Riddick if he had got a report that Mrs. Gladys Murray 
was connected in some wav with the Soviet Government of Russia, 
and that Dr. Riddick said, ‘‘Yes, I have, Mr. Orme”; that he asked 
Dr. Riddick where he got this report and Dr Riddick said, “I advise 
you to go up to the State Department and investigate this thing”; 
that the witness said he would like to know where the report is from 
and Dr. Riddick said, “Well, you call up the State Department”; 
that he immediately ’phoned the State Department, which was then 
having Saturday half holidays, and got in connection with the 

49 representative of the International News Service at the State 
Department, the service of which organization his newspaper 

takes, that organization doing practically all of his paper’s work in 
the departments for the paper; that this man was one of great ex¬ 
perience in whom the witness can place implicit faith to run down 
a story, as it is called; that the representative at the State Department 
said lie would investigate this matter for the Times in several branches 
of the Department and do so at once, so the witness could get a re¬ 
port on it before the Department closed; that meanwhile he wrote 
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what is called a new lead; that having had a story concerning Mrs. 
Murray in the Noon Edition, lie wrote a new lead for the so-called 
Home Edition; that the so-called “dead-line” for the Home Edition, 
dead-line meaning that no more copy can be handled, was at a 
few minutes before one; that the International News Service man 
at the State Department telephoned him a few minutes before the 
Home Edition went to press and told him that he had been to the 
Passport Bureau and, the witness thinks, to the Division of Northern 
European Affairs, under which, of course, Russia comes, and that 
he had not been able to find any jacket in the case of Mrs. Murray, 
any papers relating to her; that he the representative of International 
News Service had talked to several officials; that witness then wrote 
what is called an insert, a few lines, saying that a superficial ex¬ 
amination of the records of the State Department had failed to dis¬ 
close anything which would seem to identify Mrs. Murray as being 
connected with the Soviet Government; that then the Department 
closed and the resources for the day were ended; that he called up 
the British Embassy and requested them to look up and sec 
50 whether any one of their subjects, the witness understanding 
Mrs. Murray to be a Canadian subject, had been involved in 
any difficulties with this Government; that they promised to in¬ 
vestigate; that Mrs. Murray, according to the records, had bv this 
time been removed to Washington Asylum Hospital; that the Times 
men do not work on Sunday; that when Monday rolled around wit¬ 
ness would have taken up this investigation of the Soviet allegation 
in a more thorough manner possibly, but they were extremely 
short-handed then, it was summer time and many men were on 
vacation and witness was assigned to other work that had to be done 
and therefore the matter drifted away and was not followed down to 
the depths; it was impossible to do it, and the witness made no fur¬ 
ther efforts in this matter; that to the best of witness’ recollection he 
did not see Dr. Riddick after that; that he put in his story as the 
result of what investigation was made for him at his instance; that 
the only previous acquaintance he had with Mrs. Murray was the 
one time when she came and had an interview with him in the latter 
part of June, 1922, on which occasion he came into the office about 
11 o’clock in the morning and was called over by the acting city 
editor and introduced to a Mrs. Gladvs Murrav; that the citv editor 
asked him to talk to her and he and Mrs. Murray had a conversation 
lasting, he thinks, an hour and a half; that Mrs. Murray declared 
that she had become invested several months before with inediumistic 


powers, that a voice had come to her ears which seemed to be striv¬ 
ing to give her a message; that she then exhibited a number of 
slips, some in handwriting, he believes, but mostly in type- 
51 writing, which purported to be messages from the illustrious 
dead through all history, coming through her as an agent, and 
mostly calling upon the United States to go into the League of 
Nations; that that was shortly before the Genoa Conference when 
the United States had not decided whether to send an observer; 
that these great characters all urged—said it was mandatory—that 
the United States should take its place in the League of Nations; 
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that he talked with Mrs. Murray about several phases of spiritualism, 
and she talked very openmindedly and had a very pleasant conversa¬ 
tion ; that he told her that he would see if be could write an article 
and get in the paper concerning her alleged mediumistic powers 
in these messages, but the proposition met with no favor when Mrs. 
Murray left, and, therefore, there was no article at all, and they never 
carried a line about Mrs. Murray's visit to the office; that she left 
a manuscript which she desired published. Upon being handed 
papers which had been marked Defendant's Exhibit No. 2 for identi¬ 
fication, the witness said he recognized two immediately. 

Thereupon, the following occurred: 

“Q. What are those two? 

“Mr. Hornback: I object, your Honor. If they can show in any 
way where this is material to this case, what she left there for them 
to publish they refused to publish—I understood your last ruling 
when these papers were introduced by Mrs. Murray that they were 
not admissible in the record. I may be mistaken on that. 

52 “Mr. Lambert: I just asked him—I have not offered them 
in the record yet—I have asked him to identify what those 

papers were. 

“Mr. Hornback: He has identified them. He says those arc the 
two sheets. 

“Mr. Lambert : But that is unintelligible on the record. I want 
him to indicate what two sheets he means. 

“Bv Mr. Lambert: 

%* 

“Q. Can you designate them? A. These two. 

“Q. I am not asking you to read them now. I ask you if there 
is any way you can identify those two sheets? A. I can, for this 
reason- 

“Q. I mean what they purport to be? 

“The Court: Are the- marked? 

“Mr. Lambert: There is only one mark. They are all marked 
as one exhibit. 

“The Witness: This one. 

“By Mr. Lambert: 

“Q. What is it? A. ‘Written June 10th by a spirit that entered 
my organism/ 

“Q. That identifies that. 

“The Court: Why do you not have them marked for the purpose 
of identification? 

“Mr. Lambert: I did, but he marked the whole lot as Defendant’s 
Exhibit No. 2, as one exhibit. Now the witness picks'out two 

53 sheets here and says these two are the ones. 

“The Court: If you object to the admission of the papers, I 
will sustain the objection and give Mr. Lambert an exception. 

“Mr. Lambert: Your Honor will allow me an exception. I offer 
them on the ground heretofore stated, and on the further ground 
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that we are entitled to show the dealings between this witness and 
the plaintiff. 

“The Court: You have shown that. 

“Mr. Lambert: And what took place between them, and the articles 
which she complained that they would not publish.” 

The papers offered in evidence are the same papers hereinbefore 
set forth as writings by a spirit who entered plaintiff’s organism. 

The witness further testified that he did not publish any of the 
papers; that, according to the city editor, Mrs. Murray was in the 
office several times thereafter; that a lady purporting to be Mrs. 
Gladys Murray telephoned him one day shortly after she had been 
in the office in June and asked what they were going to do about the 
articles, being very anxious to have them published; that he told her 
the matter had passed out of his hands and referred her to the city 
editor; that he had no trouble with her, but she was rather impor¬ 
tunate as to the publication and she wanted them published; that 
he has absolutely no feeling for or against her and had none on 
August 19th, when he wrote the article, nor did he have any malice 
toward her of any kind, and never has had any. 

On Cross Examination the witness testified that the first article writ¬ 
ten in the Times was one merely relating that Mrs. Gladys Murray 
was in the Emergency Hospital, which was written about the 13th 
or 14th of August, 1922, the first article that he wrote; that 

54 he wrote an article that was published in the Times on August 
18th, and upon being shown a copy of the article, identified 

it; that in that article he went through her case as thoroughly as he 
thought the news at that time warranted; that in the article he used 
the expression “claiming to be trance medium”; that he had an in¬ 
terview with Dr. Robbins before he wrote the article, he thinks the 
afternoon before; that his memory is hazy as to where he got the in¬ 
formation that Mrs. Murray was a Canadian by birth, but that as he 
set it forth as a fact without any qualifying clause, he must have got 
it from one of the several persons he talked to who said it authori¬ 
tatively, otherwise witness would not have made it an allegation; 
that he had that information before he had called the British Em¬ 
bassy; that from Dr. Solbowsky he got the information that she ap¬ 
peared in good shape physically; that Mrs. Murray herself told him 
she was an actress by profession when she visited him at his office 
the first time in June; that he called Bishop Harding’s home and 
was informed by a lady who claimed to be his daughter that Bishop 
Harding was indisposed; that he sent a message to Bishop Harding 
and Bishop Harding sent a reply through her; that he, the witness, 
wrote the article of August 19th; that there are several things in that 
article which were not printed in the other article, the fact that she 
was about to be removed to the Washington Asylum Hospital; a 
statement from Dr. Riddick relative to the possible use of a hypo¬ 
dermic needle if Mrs. Murray continued to refuse to speak, accord¬ 
ing to Dr. Riddick; all the matters concerning Mrs. Jacoby is new, 
the interview with a man and his wife from Rhode Island 

55 Avenue is new; that those are the outstanding new points in 
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that article that were not contained in the article which lie 
had published the previous day, according to his news judgment; 
that the foundation of the headline “Spirit Woman Linked With 
the Soviet” was the new lead he had written to that story, the pri¬ 
mary foundation for which was the telephone call to the city editor 
of the Times from Dr. Riddick, of Emergency Hospital; that where 


he stated: 


“Investigators of her strange case turned to the State Department, 
where, it is said, papers are on file, indicating activities in this coun¬ 
try in behalf of the Soviet Government of Russia,” lie referred to 
himself first, secondly to the International News Service correspond¬ 
ent covering the State Department, who made the investigation for 
him; that Dr. Riddick said. “Where it is said papers are on file”; that 
Dr. Riddick was the only one who said that, but that he cannot quote 
him verbatim and will not attempt to, but that Dr. Riddick did de¬ 
clare in that phrase, or in words very much like it, that there papers 
on Mrs. Murray at the State Department; that perhaps he should 
have used the word “record”; that as all governmental documents 
are written and as tliev constitute a record, he should deduce that that 


is exactly what he meant (“where it is said papers are on tile”) ; 
that therefore he used the word “papers”; that Dr. Riddick said he 
did not care to divulge where he had gotten the report from; that 
he thinks Dr. Riddick used a phrase as vague as this: “They have 
things about Mrs. Murray on record at the State Department,” but 
he cannot be sure of verbatim speech at such a late date; that Dr. 

Riddick was the onlv authoritv he had for stating “It is said 
5(5 papers are on file indicating activities in this country in be¬ 
half of the Soviet Government of Russia.” 

When asked about the following matter from the article, “Dr. 
Riddick also was the first informant as to Mrs. Murray’s alleged 
Soviet connections, said to be of such a nature that the State Depart¬ 
ment could not ignore them,” the witness stated that Dr. Riddick 
did not say that, but that that style is merely a form of newspaper 
waiting often employed, called interpretative writing; that he felt 
that he w r as privileged from what Dr. Riddick told him concerning 
his information on her to go ahead and print that article with the 
qualifying clause of that sentence; that underneath that he said, 
“A superficial search of the departmental records this afternoon had 
failed to disclose any charges of the nature indicated”; that that 
search was made by the representatives of the International News 
Service at the State Department after 12 o’clock; that when he got 
this tip he wrote this article on merely Dr. Riddick’s suggestion 
that there might be some record at the State Department which he 
should investigate, but without a thorough investigation himself. 

Thereupon, the following occurred: 


By Mr. Hornback: 

.“Q. Has it been called to your attention, Mr. Orme, of any activ¬ 
ities that Mrs. Murray has carried on here in this country on behalf 
of the Soviet Government of Russia? 
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“Mr. Lambert: I object. 

“The Court: Overruled. 

“Mr. Lambert : Exception. 

57 “A. You mean subsequent to the publication of the ar¬ 
ticle? 

“By Mr. Hornback: 

“Q. Either at the time this article was written or before. I do not 
care afterwards. We are only basing it on this contention right here 
in this article. A. No, sir; that he did not find anything from the 
English Embassy when he called them that would indicate any 
activities on her behalf here in this country on behalf of the Soviet 
Government of Russia. Thereupon the following occurred: 

“Q. Do you know whether any retraction has been made in the 
columns of the Times? 

“Mr. Lambert : I object. 

“The Court: Overruled. 

“Mr. Lambert: Exception. 

“The Witness: Not to my knowledge, sir. 

“Q. Do you know whether or not any request has come from Mrs. 
Murray to have these statements retracted? 

“Mr. Lambert: I object. 

“The Court: Overruled. 

“Mr. Lambert: Exception. 

“The Witness: Not to my personal knowledge, sir.” 

The witness thereupon indentified an article that he wrote on Sun¬ 
day, August 20th, 1922; that the following is the Statement as he 
wrote it: 

“The strange development in the case by which Mrs. Murray was 
represented by Dr. A. L. Riddick, head physician at the 

58 Emergency, as an alleged worker in the cause of the Soviet 
Government of Russia remains in the same status as at the 

time the charge was made. Dr. Riddick, of course, was not vouch¬ 
ing for the truth of these statements, but made them with the posi¬ 
tiveness of one who is well informed. 

“The mid-day closing of the State Department made the uncover¬ 
ing of any papers which might have a bearing on the case impos¬ 
sible, but there will be a thorough investigation tomorrow. No word 
was forthcoming from the British Embassy as to the allegation of 
Mrs. Murray’s agency for Bolshevism;” that the Soviet Government 
and Bolshevism apparently are held by most people to be practically 
synonymous; that the heading “Actress to Face Insanity Hearing” 
was a reference by the man who wrote the headlines evidently; that 
he cannot remember whether he had any more communications from 
Dr. Riddick; that the article of the 20th was written on a few hours 
after the first one; that all news for the Sunday Times is written 
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Saturday evening; when asked how he aceounted for the statement: 
“The Midday closing of the State Department made the uncovering 
of any papers which might have a bearing on the case impossible, but 
there will be a thorough investigation tomorrow,” witness replied that 
he thinks lie used the words “superficial investigation” in the other 
article and in this article he says “thorough investigationthat he 
intended to take it under charge; that by superficial lie would define 
it as an investigation which did not cover all possible points 
59 of contact; that Dr. Riddick telephoned to one of the two 
men at the citv desk, which one he cannot clearlv remember, 
but not to him; that Dr. Riddick was seeking him and he was out; 
that he telephoned Dr. Riddick as soon as witness found Dr. Rid¬ 
dick had tried to telephone him; that Dr. Riddick never said posi¬ 
tively that there was information on file at the State Department as 
he thinks, he stated in his storv. 


00 Thereupon, on cross examin/eion the newspaper article of 

August 20th, 1922 was marked “Orme Exhibit A,” and of¬ 
fered in evidence. It is in words and figures as follows: 


“Actress to Face Insanity Hearing. 

o 

“Mrs. Murray, Self-styled Medium, Now in Hospital for Observation. 

“Several days must elapse before the mental condition of Mrs. 
Gladys Murray, self-styled trance medium, who was removed yester¬ 
day from Emergency Hospital to Washington Asylum Hospital, can 
be accurately determined, in the opinion of psychopathologists at 
the latter institution. 

“Mrs. Murray was brought to the psychopathic ward at noon. 
Physicians declined to make any comment upon the case, declaring 
that the results of their observations would be made known when 
the strikingly handsome actress is brought before the District Su¬ 
preme Court sitting in lunatico inquirendo. 

“Meanwhile, there has been no official move made, so far as dis¬ 
closed to establish communication with Mrs. Jacobi, Mrs. Murray’s 
daughter, in New York. When the latter’s case comes up in court 
one of three dispositions may he made: 

“1. She may be ordered to St. Elizabeth’s by jury verdict. 

“2. She may, in the discretion of the court and upon recommenda¬ 
tion by Washington Asylum physicians, be turned over to the guard¬ 
ianship of a relative or friends who demonstrate that they can and 
will care for her. 

“3. She may be set at liberty. 

“Up to the last of her two-day stay in Emergency, follow- 
61 ing her discovery in an apparently helpless and speechless 
condition on F Street Thursday, Mrs. Murray besought of¬ 
ficials to allow a group of scientific investigators to weigh the truth 
or falsity of her boasted powers as an unconscious translator of mes¬ 
sages from the dead. She wanted such a jury to witness a demonstra¬ 
tion. 
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“She was unsuccessful in obtaining such a hearing, and it is 
doubtful that it will be accorded at Washington Asylum. 

“The strange development in the case by which Mrs. Murray 
was represented by Dr. A. L. Riddick, head physician at Emergency, 
as an alleged worker in the cause of the Soviet government of Rus¬ 
sia, remains in the same status as at the time the charge was made, 
Dr. Riddick, of course, was not vouching for the truth of these 
statements but made them with the positiveness of one who is well 
informed. The midday elosing of the State Department made the 
uncovering of any papers which might have bearing on the case 
impossible, but there will be a through investigation tomorrow. 

“No word was fortheoming from the British embassy as to the 
allegation of Mrs. Murray’s agency for Bolshevism. It is said, how¬ 
ever, that she has traveled in Russia since the institution of the pres¬ 
ent government. Friends could not say what her sentiments or 
sympathies are in this connection. 

“Whether Mrs. Jacobi will come to the assistance of a mother 
with whom she is understood to have had several disagreements on 
the score of the latter’s spiritualistic proclivities, the next twenty 
four hours should disclose. 

“Mrs. Murray is in an exceedingly strange case, according 
02 to the medical men who observed her prior to her transfer 
to Washington Asylum. If she is shown to be mentally 
irresponsible, it is held, it will be merely another demonstration of 
the power of a monomaniacal impression to spread until it in¬ 
volves all of the reasoning faculties. In anything save matters 
pertaining to mysticism and her gifts in relation thereto, Mrs. Mur¬ 
ray seems possessed of a really brilliant sanity. 

“She does not look her forty eight years. She is a woman of 
true ‘presence/ for above the average in height, of graceful car¬ 
riage and evident refinement. Her eyes are the clear, blue, steady 
eyes of the perfectly balanced; her speech beautifully modulated 
and holding the trace of an intonation acquired by those long on 
the speaking stage. 

“Altogether, Mrs. Murray would impress any beholder. Weeks 
ago she visited the offices of the Washington Times, talking for 
more than an hour upon her spiritualistic development. Only her 
unfaltering belief that to her had been given the power of writing 
down messages from the world leaders of all ages and climes would 
have seemed to indicate any intellectual bias, any lack of logic or 
ratiocination. 

“She never pretended to be able to materialize spirits, in other 
words she was not a control medium, she said, but a trance medium, 
through whose fingers the mighty and illustrious of the spirit world 
indited their messages to mankind. 

“I first heard a voice in the air,” she recited. “That was months 
ago. I knew it was the voice of a spirit with a message at once. 
There was, there has been no resisting these voices. When thev 
wish me to set down their messages, I become powerless, in a state 
of trance.” 
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03 The witness further testified that in the article there is no 

verification of any connection with the Soviet Government, but 
merely the statement that it was suggested by Dr. Riddick, and 
that in addition to the superficial investigation that he had made, 
he stated in the article that he was making a further investigation 
in the State Department; that he never discovered anything in the 
State Department affecting her; that he never thereafter published 
anything stating that she was in any way connected with any papers 
in the State Department; that in writing this article he had no 
intent or resolve of putting in anything improper but merely stated 
the facts as they came to him. 

Thereupon, to further maintain the issues on its part joined, the 
defendant called as a witness Dan O’Connell, who testified in sub¬ 
stance that he was one of the city editors of the Washington Times 
and was employed in such capacity in August, 1022; that he never 
met Mrs. Murray, the plaintiff, but had a conversation on the tel¬ 
ephone with a man who said he was Dr. Riddick, who asked if Mr. 
Orme was there; that witness informed him he was not in and asked 
if there is anything he could do; that the voice said it was Dr. 
Riddick of the Emergency Hospital, that he had a good end, or 
angle on Mrs. Murray’s case; that witness asked him what it was 
and his recollection is that Dr. Riddick said to have Phil Orme get 
in touch with him because there was some papers in the State 
Department on Mrs. Murray, which would make a good story; that 
when Mr. Orme came in he told him that Dr. Riddick had called up, 
supposes it was Dr. Riddick, hut didn’t know him; that he 
04 has been thinking al>out the conversation for the last couple 
of days since he heard the suit was on and it seems to him 
that Dr. Riddick did say something about the subject of Mrs. Mur¬ 
ray being connected with the Soviet Government, although he is 
not very sure about it, it has been sometime ago; that he passed 
the information on to Mr. Orme; that the call came at a busy hour, 
and at a time when Mr. Orme was out on a story. 

On cross examination the witness testified that he thinks Dr. 
Riddick called him late in the morning, shortly before noon; that 
he saw Mr. Orme as near as he recall, about half an hour after that: 
that the man who called on the phone and said that he was Dr 
Riddick said there were papers on file in the State Department, oi 
that the State Department had some papers; that he edited th< 
article before it was printed in the paper; that when a reporter writes 
a story he turns it over to the city desk and the city editor edits th( 
story and looks it over for policy, and gets a line on the story tc 
see what sort of a display he wants to make of it, or whether h< 
wants to use it at all; that from there it goes to the head of the copj 
desk ; that the head of the copy desk looks it over, sometimes casu 
ally, and designates the head he wants on it and turns it over t< 
one of the copy editors who puts the sub-head on it, and sees tha 
the spelling and punctuation is all right; that he passed the artich 
on after doing some editing to it, he thinks, but does not remem 
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ber just what it was; that he, the witness, made no investigation 
about the Soviet charges, but told Mr. Orme about the story; that 
reporters are supposed to investigate articles as to their truth. 

65 Thereupon, the following occurred: 

“Q. Did you consider that this made a good story? 

“Mr. Lambert: I object to whether this made a good story, or to 
whether- 

“The Court: Overruled. 

“Mr. Lambert: Exception. 

“Q Did you consider that this would make a good story? A. 
Did I consider this would make a good story? 

“Q. Yes. A. I should think it would make a good story; yes, 
sir. 

On Redirect Examination the witness testified that Mr. Orme had 
nothing to do with the writing of the headline, that reporters never 
touched the headlines; that he, the witness, did not have anything 
to do with the writing of the headlines, but just edited the story in 
the first instance to see that it was readable, and did not conflict 
with any policy of the paper. 

Thereupon, to further maintain the issues on its part joined, the 
defendant called as a witness, Dr. Kenneth William Kinney, 
who testified in substance that he was a medical practitioner in 
the District of Columbia, specializing in nervous and mental diseases, 
being attending neurologist to the Gallinger Municipal Hospital, 
which, prior to July of last year, was known as the Washington 
Asylum Hospital; that the duties of that office are to examine the 
patients that are sent there for mental observation, and if found of 
unsound mind, to sign a temporary permit so that they are sent 
over to St. Elizabeth’s and tried within 30 days, and that he testi¬ 
fies in those cases each Friday morning in this Court House; 

66 that he was acting in the capacity of attending neurologist 
in August, 1922, and in a little more than that capacity, 

because Dr. TIickling, the alienist for the District of Columbia, was 
on his vacation and he was taking his position; that he knows Mrs. 
Gladvs F. Murrav and remembers that she was admitted to the 
Municipal Hospital some time in the latter part of August; that he 
had not met her before her admission to the hospital; that the cir¬ 
cumstances connected with his first meeting of her was that he was 
making the round and seeing the patients that had come in during 
the past twenty-four hours and it seemed that she had been admitted: 
that he made an examination of her in his official capacity as a 
result of which he signed a certificate for temporary commitment 
to St. Elizabeth’s; that for more than twenty-four hours after she 
was first admitted she would not speak a thing, but would write; 
but after that time she began to have trances or periods in which 
she would communicate with the spirit world and go through various 
contortions before she would announce that the medium is under 
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control, and that they would receive various spirit messages. The 
witness thereupon identified two so-called writings that Mrs. Mur¬ 
ray wrote while at St. Elizabeth’s which were marked “Kinney Ex- 
hibit 1 and Kinney Exhibit 2.” Kinney Exhibit 1 is in words 
and figures as follows: 

“A Tablet of My Word. 

“Come all ye faithful and hear the joyous news. The day of 
revelation is at hand. 

“Not long on earth have ye for all the host of heaven is 

67 at hand and want to speak. The Cosmic force we worship 
sent us down to save the world and help in time. 

Here in the sky the angels come and bring ye tidings of great 
good if ye will hear. A year has almost gone since 1 began to use 
my medium and yet there is no fruit of all mv work. It is a sad 
and awful thing to be a medium and not to work but most unhappy 
when the work is urgent. Peace was the thing for which I came but 
not a thing has been accomplished for the sake of all the war stricken 
nations. On earth I have found none who want my service although 
they worship me as Prince of Peace. In seeking for the great who 
rule the world I have been made to drive my medium to things 
that have not helped her in this world. I sent her to Mr. Hughes 
and told her what to say to him. I sent her to the President and 
wrote the letter she sent in but neither would admit her for a hear¬ 
ing and she is a medium who gives her sendees. All I can do can 
not make men believe the power that she does receive. She does 
not grieve at being shut away and keeps her faith and loves to serve 
but I am idle still and come to help the world. If all the 

68 people had her faith we could do much and as I touch a hand 
which sen es me well I want to tell how much she loves me. In 

a hell of agony she sings and plays a violin by invitation and cheers 
a cheerless place. What grace has she from men and when I say she 
shall be free I mean mv word. By faith the walls of Jericho fell 
down and in this town ye have a thing ye love but do not need and 
so unless ye heed this time the Monument to Washington will fall 
down before the end of August. T who say this thing am he you 
worship and I mean mv word. This tablet of my word is sent to 
men and must be published full and free in all the papers. 

“What good can be if he you worship cannot help. Heed ye who 
hear and know the medium is sane who says that Jesus called her. 
Written through the organism of Gladys Fairbanks Murray at the 
Washington Asylum, August 23d, 1922.” 

Kinney Exhibit No. 2 is in words and figures as follows: 

“Tablet of My Word. 

“I am a spirit of a realm beyond the seventh sphere and I am here 
to help the world. If ye love me listen to my medium. The day of 
earth is drawing to a close and ere it goes into oblivion the revela- 
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tion comes. Read ye St. John and recognize the day is here. 
Armageddon happened and today the nations ask for universal peace 
then beat their swords into ploughshares and over all the world vice 
spreads and men deny the Christ. Isaiah said that men would re¬ 
fuse to work, today the strikes are many and the Prince of Peace 
is come. A messenger from God whose name is Wonderful Coun¬ 
sellor. We took a medium and tried to use her in December of 
last year while the World Conference was on. She failed. 
09 We tried again in May and the same way she failed again 
by disobedience. I sent her here to stay and ordered she 
obey in everything. She has not remembered all I gave instructions 
on and so brought on a great delay and kept the work from going on. 
I drove her on and made her seek in every way an opening but time 
went on and none believed. Then, I decided that the only way was 
to do a thing that would attract publicity. I warned her first that 
I would do a dangerous thing but told her not to fear whatever hap¬ 
pened her. I took her in the street and in that way got the pub¬ 
licity I needed for her phenomena. I can do this at any time but 
do not wish to do a thing to hurt a child of mine. I had to make 
men know that powers in the air rule them. Ye know the Bible 
and I show von truth today. I would have the government of these 
United States take up h° r ( ‘ asc and try her in its highest court. 
I want her sane and free and soon to he a citizen. A chain of cir¬ 
cumstances caused her fall but not all of it was due to her. I choose 
to use her for my work and shall not let her shirk the thing I called 
her to. In Washington she’ll stay and through her organism my 
messengers will speak to men. 1 am not very mild with those who 
fail to carry out my plans. 

“I want a medium who cannot let her faith be broken e’en though 
no one has spoken a good word for her. Come ye and hear. 

“Written Aug. 24th through the organism of Gladys Fairbanks 
Murray.” 

The witness further testified that the phenomenon that Mrs. Mur¬ 
ray exhibited had been quite interesting to him and that her 
70 desire and solicitation to go before a body of psychiatrists he 
arranged for a meeting in the office of Dr. Tom E. Williams, 
which was held, and she gave demonstrations there for two and a 
half hours, during which they had messages from Benjamin Frank¬ 
lin, Moham-ed, and she read concerning the League of Nations, 
mentioning that we should go into the League of Nations; that she 
swo-ned and fell on the floor and request was made that her pulse 
be taken and her heart listened to, but there was no change in 
heart or pulse, and there was nothing unusual presented in the en¬ 
tire performance; that Mrs. Murray got mixed up on the dale of 
Moham-ed 7 s death, and appeared not to understand Franklin's re¬ 
ligious belief. 

On Cross Examination the witness testified that as he recalls both 
these tablets, identified as Kinney Exhibits 1 and 2, were probably 
written on the 25th; that Mrs Murray stayed at St. Elizabeth’s until 
September 7th, when she was turned over to the Board of Charities 
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and transferred to New York; that lie has never been called to Court 
as to any sanity proceedings in her ease, but that she was a resident 
of New York, and as he understood it, in those eases, a temporary 
permit is signed and they are taken to St. Elizabeth’s and from there 
transferred to their state; that if she were a resident of the District 
she would have to be tried her- by the District on the sanity ground 
within thirtv davs after commitment to St. Elizabeth’s. 

%j t 

On Redirect Examination the witness testified that St. Elizabeth's 

will not take care of any patient except residents of the District of 

Columbia, disabled soldiers and sailors and marines, and 

71 Civil Service employes; that it is impossible for one to 

voluntarily go to St. Elizabeth's; that even if one has an idea 

of self-destruction and went and knocked on the doors of the asvlum 

«/ 

to get into a place where they would be protected from committing 
suicide, they could not get in unless they were committed through 
the courts. 


Thereupon the following occured: 

“Q. You were asked about your observations on cross examination ; 
I will ask you what your diagnosis of this case was at that time? 

“The Court: How does that come in? 

“Mr. Ycatman: lie was asked about it by the plaintiff’s counsel 
whether he signed the temporarv permit, and the effect of it. 

“M r. Lambert: lie was asked if he gave his opinion and he said 
that he signed this certificate and now we want to know what the 
opinion was. 

‘‘The Court: I don't see how that is going to help you. 

“Mr. Hornback: I do not see how that is material. 

“Mr. Yeatman: Does your Honor overrule the question? 

“The Court: Do you object to it? 

“Mr. Ilornback: T do. 

“The Court: You asked substantiallv that and he made some 

»/ 

answer to it. I sustain the objection. 

“Mr. Yeatman: In order that the record may show the question, 
I will ask the Doctor what opinion he gave at that time as to her 
condition which resulted in the signing of the permit that he 
speaks of. Don't answer, that. Doctor. 

“Mr. Lambert: Commitment. 

“Mr. Yeatman: At the time you signed the temporary 
72 commitment. 

“Mr. Hornback: I object. 

“The Court: Sustained. 

“Mr. Yeatman: Your Honor allows us an exception? 

“The Court: Yes.” 

Thereupon, counsel for the defendant offered in evidence the 
definition of the word “Soviet” as found in the Universities 
Dictionary, illustrated, which is in words and figures as follows: 

“Soviet; Russian; a council; name assumed bv a radical socialist 
form of government in Russia founded by Nieholai Lenine and 
Leon Trotsky.” 
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Counsel for the defendant also offered in evidence the definition 
of the word “Bolsheviki,” as given by the Universities Dictionary, 
illustrated. It is in words and figures as follows: 

“Bolsheviki: the Proletariat political party of Russia.” 


73 Thereupon, counsel for the defendant requested the Court 

to grant the following instructions, which instructions, how¬ 
ever, were rejected by the Court, to which action of the Court in 
refusing to grant said instructions, counsel for defendant excepted, 
which exception was duly entered upon the minutes of the Court: 


Prayer So. 1. 

The jury are instructed that on the evidence and law in this ease, 
their verdict must he for the defendant. 

Prayer Xo. 2. 


The jury are instructed as matter of law that the declaration filed 
hv the plaintiff in the above entitled cause purports to ascribe to the 
words complained of the meaning that they caused the public to be¬ 
lieve of the plaintiff that she was an anarchist and spy conniving 
against the (Government of the United States and of improper and 
dangerous action. They are, therefore, instructed that the burden is 
upon the plaintiff to prove by a preponderance of the evidence that 
the said article complained of bears the meaning thus ascribed to it 
in the declaration, and if the jury does not find from a preponderance 
of the evidence that the said article bears such meaning, or if the 
evidence leaves their minds in a state of balance, then their verdict 
must be for the defendant. 


Prayer No. 4. 

The jury are instructed as a matter of law that in deliberating upon 
this case, they are to consider only that part of the article 
74 published by the defendant wherein the words set forth in 
the declaration appear for the reason that the plaintiff does 
not claim that the balance of the said article is libelous or has in¬ 
jured her. 


Prayer Xo. f). 

The jury are instructed as matter of law that should they find 
from the evidence for the plaintiff, then they are to award to her 
compensatory damages only being such damages as they may find 
she sustained, whether they be normal or substantial. 

Prayer No. 6. 

The jury are instructed as matter of law that there is no legally 
sufficient evidence to establish the fact that the defendant acted 
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maliciously in the publication of the article complained of and, 
therefore, should they tind for the plaintiff, they must not award 
punitive or exemplary damages. 

Thereupon the Court granted the following prayer: 

Defendant'* Prayer No. 3. 

The jury are instructed that before the plaintiff may recover in 
this case, they must first find that the article complained of was libel¬ 
ous. and in that connection the rule is that where an article alleged to 
be libelous is susceptible to two meanings, it is for the jury to say after 
an inspection of the article and a consideration of all the evidence, 
what would naturally be understood therefrom by the ordinary reader. 
And if the jury find in this case that the words complained of do not 
hold the plaintiff up to public hatred, contempt, ridicule or disgrace, 
or did not tend to cause the public to believe of the plaintiff that she 
was an anarchist and spy conniving against the Government of the 
United States and of improper and dangerous action, then their 
verdict must be for the defendant. 


Thereupon the court charged the jury as follows: 


‘‘This case is based upon an alleged injury to the reputation of the 
plaintiff. 

75 The right of every man and every woman, to as good a 

reputation as the truth allows, is a right that is as fully pro¬ 
tected as any right of property, or the title to your house, and if 
you injure it it is the basis of a verdict just as much as an injury 
to a specific piece of property. 

As the matter arises, in this case certain things are admitted. 

Libel is a publication of false and untrue written matter 
70 which tends to bring the person referred to in disgrace. 

Tn tl lis case the defendant, the Washington Times, admits 


that it published and circulated this article so that the question you 
have to decide is first: Was the article true, because no man and no 


woman has a right to a better reputation than the truth gives him 
or her. If this article is true that is the end of the case and vour 


verdict should be for the defendant. That is your first question. 
If it is not true then your question is whether or not this article 
taken as a whole, to the mind and understanding of the average dis¬ 
creet person contained any statements which tended to bring this 
lady into contempt, ridicule, humiliation, or disgrace, or which 
tended to make people shun, or refuse to do business with her, or 
associate with her, or whether it charged her with being engaged 
in a conspiracy against the Government of the United States, or of 
any dangerous action towards the United States. If it did that in 
this case it was a libel, and the verdict should be for the plaintiff. 
That is, if you in your good judgment, reading this article, the 
whole thing, it conveys to your mind, and to the mind of the aver¬ 
age person the meaning that would tend to disgrace her or discredit 
her, or cause people to shun her because she was engaged in this 
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dangerous action, or conspiracy, then your verdict should he for 
the plaintiff. If it did not, when taken as a whole, then your verdict 
should he for the defendant. 

The burden of proof is upon the plaintiff here. 

This article is capable of several meanings. It is for you to say 
what it means; and if it has this meaning that tends to expose her 
to these feelings of disgrace and to be shunned by society, 

77 then it is libellous. 

You are not called upon at all to decide here how much 
truth if any, there is in the belief that Mrs. Murray undoubtedly 
has that she holds communication with the spirits. It may all be 
true; it may none of it be true; or it may be true to some extent; 
but how far it is true is not for us to say here because if the article 
is not libellous that is the end of it and vour verdict should be for 
the defendant. If it is libellous it is no defense or answer to a libel 
to say that the person libelled has halueinations and believes that 
she communicates with spirits—that is no more an answer than it 
is to say: “Why, the plaintiff is a Democrat and has halueinations 
about the low tariff and free trade.” If the language conveys the 
meaning that I have defined to you then it is a libel and she is en¬ 
titled to a verdict; and as a matter of right, she is entitled to a 
verdict which will compensate her for whatever suffering, pain, and 
humiliation has come to her by reason of this publication; but, of 
course, she is not entitled to recover here for any suffering or un¬ 
fortunate experiences that she may have had in any of your hos¬ 
pitals, because the Washington Times has nothing whatever to do 
with her being sent to the Emergency Hospital, or from there to 
the Gallinger Hospital, or wherever else she was sent; it had noth¬ 
ing to do with that; so that her sufferings there cannot enter into 
any verdict here; 

If you find the article libeled her as I have defined a libel, then 
she is entitled as a matter of right to compensatory damages. 

If you should conclude also that this article is not only 

78 libelous but that it was wantonly done, published with a reck¬ 
less disregard of her rights, or who it might hurt, or how it 

might hurt her, then, in your judgment, you may go further and 
allow something for punitive damages by way of a deterrent to a 
repetition of such things. Of course there is no evidence here of 
any actual malice entertained by this reporter or anybody else con¬ 
nected with the Times; on the contrary when they were asked about 
it they all said they had no feeling of dislike or any malice whatever 
toward her, but there might be a reckless disregard of her rights 
possibly. As I remember Mr. Orme’s statement it was that he waited 
for some report from some other newspaper man stationed at the 
State Department and when he got that it did not reveal any papers; 
that they wanted to conduct the further investigation the next week, 
on Monday, but that it was summer and they were shorthanded or 
thev didn’t do it. I do not mean to state that that is all that was 
said on that subject; I do not attempt to state all of it, but there 
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may be evidence along those lines tending to show that they pub¬ 
lished first and investigated afterwards; that is for you to say. 

Punitive damages are always a matter for the sound discretion of 
the jury; The plaintiff never has a right to them; so that you have 
got these three questions to decide: First, if the thing is true that 
is the end of it, the verdict should be for the defendant, if it is not 
true then what does it mean? If it means, or conveys a meaning 
that holds this woman up to disgrace and tends to show that she is 
conspiring against the Government of the United States then it is 
libelous and she should have a compensatory verdict; and 

79 if in addition to all those things you conclude that it was in 
reckless and utter disregard of her rights then there may 

be punitive damages if you so think. 

Have you any suggestions, gentlemen? 

Now, you are entitled to take the declaration. Now, ought not 
they in this case to have this article? 

Mr. Hornback: I think they ought. 

Mr. Lambert: I don’t know whether they want it but I want to 
say a word about your Honor’s charge. In the first place, the ques¬ 
tion of the burden of proof. 

The Court: Sir? 

Mr. Lambert: Your honor has not touched on the question of the 
burden of proof. 

The Court: I thought I did; I will. 

Mr. Lambert: I did not catch a line on that; and then there 
might be a suggestion to—of course we except to your Honor’s 
charge on the question of punitive damages and ask your Honor to 
charge the jury that if they assess punitive damages the compensa¬ 
tory and punitive damages should be separated. 

The Court: That is right. 

I think I ought to tell you, if I have not, that the burden of proof 
is upon this plaintiff as it is upon any other plaintiff. She comes 
in here and says she has been hurt by this publication. Taking the 
whole evidence it must satisfy you by the greater weight of it that 
this publication is libelous first and that it did injure here second ; 
that means the evidence as you weighs it and value it bears 

80 the scales down upon her side of the question rather than 
upon the other, or leaves it in balance. 

Some of you, gentlemen, I believe, are going into the Criminal 
Court tomorrow; but we have not got any such burdens upon the 
plaintiff here as there is there to prove the matter beyond reasonable 
doubt, but simply by the greater weight of the evidence. 

If you bring in a verdict for punitive damages, which you may 
do, I want you to say how much you allow by way of punishment 
and how much for compensation. 

Of course you cannot decide this case, gentlemen, upon any con¬ 
sideration of sympathy for a woman in difficulties, or bv any preju¬ 
dices that you may feel against corporations, or newspapers, or Ca¬ 
nadians, for that matter; but you must be guided by the evidence, 
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and nothing but the evidence, just as though there were two women, 
or two newspapers litigating. 

(Thereupon counsel approached the bench and the following pro¬ 
ceedings were had out of the hearing of the jury:) 

Mr. Lambert: Your Honor has covered the subject of compensa¬ 
tory damages but has not said anything on the question of nominal 
damages in case they find no material injury, and yet should find 
technically for the plaintiff. 

I do not think the jury ought to have anything but the declara¬ 
tion. 

The Court: I thought it was more fair to the defendant to let 
them have the whole thing. If they take this declaration they have 
only the charges there; but, still, unless there is consent on both 
sides to let them have the articles I cannot do it. 

81 Mr. Hornback: I wish your Honor would instruct the 
jury that even though they quoted Dr. Riddick accurately 

the Times is still responsible. 

Mr. Lambert: Their quoting Dr. Riddick bears on the question 
of good faith, and malice. 

(Thereupon counsel returned to the trial table and the following 
proceedings were had in open court.) 

The Court: Gentlemen, there is a question here about what was 
said by Dr. Riddick. You heard what he said about this thing, 
that he got the city editor and the reporter. Of course it is no 
answer to a libel, if it is a libel, to say somebody told you. That 
other person who made the original statement—in this case Dr. 
Riddick—might, or might not, be liable in a libel suit, but he is 
not a defendant here, and the fact that the defendant referred to. 
something that Dr. Riddick is supposed to have said does not let 
the defendant out of the liability. 

Of course, if you find the first question in favor of the plaintiff, 
then this compensatory verdict which is her right is a matter which 
is to compensate her for what she suffered. It can’t be more than 
$10,000, for that is what she claims; it cannot be less than* some 
nominal sum; but it may be anything between which you gentle¬ 
men consider sufficient to reasonably compensate her for her suffer¬ 
ing, if she has had any. 

Now, you will take the declaration, gentlemen, and read it or not. 
I seem to have two copies. You may take the case. 

82 The foregoing exceptions were each duly noted and al¬ 
lowed by the Court at the trial hereof and before the jury 

retired to consider of their verdict; and because the matters and 
things herein set forth constitute the substance of all of the testimony 
and proceedings in this case proper to be considered in connection 
with the exceptions reserved as aforesaid, the defendant, desiring 
to have the same made a part of the record herein, in order that this 
cause may be reviewed on appeal, accordingly asks the Court to sign 
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and seal this, its bill of exceptions, and make the same a part of 
the record of the cause aforesaid, which is accordingly done nunc 


pro tunc this 18th day of Oct. 1923. 


Bv the Court: 
«/ 


WILLIAM HITZ, 

Associate Justice. 


Submitted June 11th, 1923. 


WILLIAM HITZ, 


Justice. 


[Endorsed:] No. 67057. At Law. Murray vs. Washington 
Times Co. Bill of exceptions. Submitted June 11/23. Wilton J. 
Lambert, Attorney and Counsellor at Law, Munsey Building, Wash¬ 
ington, D. C. 

Endorsed on cover: District of Columbia Supreme Court. No. 
4064. The Washington Times Co., appellant, vs. Gladys F. Mur¬ 
ray. Court of Appeals, District of Columbia. Filed Nov. 7, 1923. 
Henry W. HodgesJ clerk. 
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